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up bare and emaciated, the nails having grown through the hand; while a number
of them stand in the bazaars and sell amulets and charms, and ply many other
lucrative trades. But every season there is one fakir who contrives, by some
novel trick, to make himself the lion of these religious circles. This year it was a
Goussain, and you shall hear how he succeeded in making himself famous. One
morning some peasants who were coming into the town saw, near our bungalow,
at the cross roads from the Besidency, a holy man occupied in tying several thick
ropes to the branch of a tree overhanging the road; and great was their astonish-
ment when they saw the Goussain place his feet in two slip knots, and then,
having stretched himself on the ground, haul himself up gently by means of a
third rope,* until he was suspended by the feet, like a calf in ^^slaughter-house.
In the course of an hour a vast crowd surrounded the fakir, who, still in the
same position, tranquilly mumbled his prayers, whilst telling his beads. After
hanging in this manner for several hours, he let himself down and returned to
the town, escorted by a crowd of enthusiasts. On the morrow he returned to the
same spot, to go again through the same performance. I went there with several
Europeans, and we all saw that, although the Goussain had then been suspended
by the feet for some hours, his face was calm, that he spoke without difficulty,
and certainly appeared to feel no inconvenience: when we asked him how he
had managed to accustom himself to that position, he answered that God had
given him this power as an evidence of his sanctity. Of course it would have
been difficult to obtain any pther explanation. For more than a month this holy
man remained thus suspended like a ham during the greater part of each morn-
ing, and gained by it a good round sum. The rajah, however, never came to see
him.

^Towards the middle of August the Jeyporians celebrate with great magnificence
the" festival of Ganesa, the god of science and wisdom. For several days the
fine bo\ilevards of the capital are covered with; picturesque crowds, drawn from
all parts of the kingdom; the houses and palaces are decorated with gaudy
flags and draperies, and the public squares adorned with poles covered with
flowers. The fair, or mela, which is held on this occasion round the royal
palace, forms the chief attraction to the crowds of country people; there all the
products of Eajesthan and of Hindostan, as well as of Europe, are collected.
Magnificent shawls from Thibet, scarves from Bundelcund, figured kincobs from
Benares, and gauzes from Bengal, are found side by side with shirtings from
Manchester, printed calicoes from Belgium, and Turkey reds; while the
armourers offer you daggers from Herat, Gourka krisses, ratars from Meywar,
and cutlery from Sheffield and Ch&telh<$rault. The principal products of Jeypore
': industry which are exposed for sale are embroidered turbans, marble idols, copper
stoves, embroidered shoes, the salts of Sambher, and enamels on fine gold* These
last constitute a speciality of this town, and are a royal monopoly; they are of
the most delicate workmanship and brilliant colouring, and are of considerable
value. The Maharajah ordered a bowl of great beauty to be prepared for the
Exhibition of 1867, which, no doubt, was greatly admired by the connoisseurs of
Paris, The scene presented by this fair is most picturesque; elephants covered
with rich trappings, Camels, and horsemen, the bright colours of the motley crowd,
the marble p&lacea, and the palm-trees, forming altogether a grand picture. On
the last day of the fair the Political Agent and the principal Europeans living at